
Initial Letter to Legislator (re: existing bill):  

Date 

[Name of Legislator] 

[Address] 

[Email Address if sending via email] 

Re: [Bill Number, Request for Meeting, Subject] 

Dear [Legislator's Name], 

My name is [Your Name] and I am one of your constituents who lives in [City, State]. I am writing today 
because I need your help. Senator Thomas McGee has created a bill, S 485, which will update the 
medical definition of infertility, which was passed into law 23 years ago. [State whatever information 
you know about the bill] The bill was voted favorably out of the Joint Committee on Financial Services in 
2009 and is currently awaiting a vote within the Joint Committee on Health Care Financing in April 2010. 
[State what you want from them] I am hoping you would reach out to the members of the Joint Committee 
on Health Care Financing and let them know you have constituents deeply invested in the favorable vote 
of S 485. 

[Share your personal story] I have two amazing children born from infertility treatment we received in 
Massachusetts. Bella and Brennan would not be born if we were not living in Massachusetts. The first 
eight years we attempted to build our family we lived in several states without insurance coverage for 
infertility treatment. I can’t imagine my life without my family. Unfortunately, I have many friends without a 
family because the outdated medical definition denies them the most appropriate medical treatment in a 
timely manner. 

[Provide factual information] I have been told there are concerns that Massachusetts insurance premiums 
would increase if the medical definition of infertility was updated. I would like to point out a few factors: 

 The cost of infertility services as a percent of the total health care premiums went down after the 
1987 Massachusetts mandate, with total infertility costs making up only 0.41% of the premium. 
Study by Griffin & Panak (Fertility & Sterility, 1998). 

 Since 1987, more than 60,000 babies have been born in Massachusetts with reproductive 
assistance. 

 The Division of Health Care Finance and Policy Review and Evaluation of S 485, provided to The 
Joint Financial Services Committee, specifies, “It is likely that this mandate would produce 
savings, but some of those savings have not been included in this report. 

 1 in 5 of Massachusetts’ constituents of reproductive age will face the disease of infertility 
and need the votes to update the definition of infertility.  

I have no doubt that the passage of S 485 will create families. I will forever be thankful to the members of 
the Massachusetts legislator who enthusiastically passed the definition of infertility 23 years ago.  



I appreciate your attention to this matter. [Make yourself available for future discussions] I am available to 
discuss the importance of the bill further. [Attach the Supportive Information provided on this website] I 
have attached additional information for your convenience.  

Sincerely yours, 

[Your Name] 

[Street Address] 

[Email] 

[Phone] 

 


